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Blue Plaque installed at Yangon’s Central Fire Station
Yangon: An installation ceremony was held today as the fourth commemorative Blue Plaque of Yangon
was installed at the Central Fire Station in Kyauktada township.
The Central Fire Station (Sule) is included in the heritage building list compiled by Yangon City
Development Committee and is one of the oldest buildings remaining in Yangon that retains its original
use.
The Central Fire Station, positioned at the center of the city, is a key Yangon building as it has been
executing vital work for the city on a daily basis for more than a century.
The Vice Chairman of Yangon Heritage Trust, Daw Moe Moe Lwin, said that YHT is very proud to
recognise this important heritage building by installing the Blue Plaque.
“It is representative of very remarkable architecture which complements the streetscape of Sule Pagoda
Road. The road leading towards the Sule Pagoda, together with the Central Fire Station on its left side,
has been a showcase of a unique urban street scene for decades. The Fire Force deserves the credit for
maintaining the building always in fresh and good condition despite its old age,” she said.
Yangon first established a fire brigade in 1883, which was supplemented by volunteers from school boys
of St Paul and St John schools. The city was largely constructed of timber until the 1890s, and faced
constant threat of wide-scale damage from fire.
In 1896, the volunteer brigade was replaced with a fulltime salaried brigade composed of professional
fire-fighters. In 1911, the municipality acquired land on Sule Pagoda Road to erect a modern Central Fire
Brigade. The building, a fine example of Edwardian architecture, is endowed with a 100 feet watch tower
and was completed in 1912. It was the first fire station in Myanmar to introduce petrol or steam driven
machines that replaced the horse-driven engines.
The commemorative Blue Plaque stands as part of Yangon Heritage Trust’s efforts to highlight historical
buildings and renowned residents who contributed to the narrative of the city. Yangon Heritage Trust
believes that the introduction of commemorative Blue Plaques will make Yangon’s history accessible to
people of all age and backgrounds.
This is the fourth Blue Plaques in Yangon from YHT’s initiative following City Hall, AYA Bank
Headquarters and Armenian Church.

Royal Philips agreed to contribute US$ 75,000 for the Yangon Blue Plaques initiative. Aside from the
highlighting key cultural heritage locations, the contribution will also support the research and curation of
historical sites, and creation and installation of Blue Plaques that will share the historical relevance and
background of notable people and places across the city.
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Yangon Heritage Trust
Established in 2012, the Yangon Heritage Trust promotes the proper conservation of Yangon’s rich urban
heritage within a cohesive planning process. It believes that good integration of conservation and
development can make Yangon into one of Asia’s most beautiful and liveable cities. The Trust assists in
the conservation of urban heritage places, advocates for sustainable and sympathetic development within
the historic city, advises on the adoption of planning policies and manages a range of training, public
outreach and advocacy programs.
For more information on Yangon Heritage Trust:
ShweYinn Mar Oo, Senior Communications Officer,
Tel: 951 240544
Mobile: 959 73055187
Email: info@yangonheritagetrust.org
www.yangonheritagetrust.org, https://www.facebook.com/theyangonheritagetrust
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Royal Philips:
Royal Philips (NYSE: PHG, AEX: PHIA) is a diversified health and well-being company, focused on
improving people’s lives through meaningful innovation in the areas of Healthcare, Consumer Lifestyle
and Lighting. Headquartered in the Netherlands, Philips posted 2013 sales of EUR 23.3 billion and
employs approximately 113,000 employees with sales and services in more than 100 countries. The
company is a leader in cardiac care, acute care and home healthcare, energy efficient lighting solutions
and new lighting applications, as well as male shaving and grooming and oral healthcare. News from
Philips is located at www.philips.com/newscenter.
For more information on Royal Philips:
Christina Celestine
Head of Communications ASEAN Pacific
Royal Philips
Tel: + 65 6882 5411; email: christina.celestine@philips.com
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